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Local Organizations
March And Rally Seeking
Justice For Trayvon

APRIL 5 - APRIL 11, 2012

VOLUME 44 NUMBER 32

Pastors Aim For
Spiritual And
Political Power On
Easter Sunday

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Rev. Jamal Bryant says the
Black Church has been too quiet.

TRICEEDNEYWIRE.CO
M - This Sunday morning, April
8, millions of people will head to
Easter services to hear the Gospel
on the day that some call
Resurrection Sunday. But, for
many, this year will be different.
Pastors of dozens of congregations across the nation will not
only preach the good news of a
risen savior; but they will also call
for their congregants to resurrect
the movement for equality and
justice in America by registering
to vote. A million new voters is
the goal.
“I really felt like I couldn’t see
or hear where the black church was
becoming engaged in the national
conversation relative to the politics
of America,” said the Rev. Dr.
Jamal-Harrison Bryant, pastor of
the 8,000-member Empowerment
Temple in Baltimore, who is
leading the drive.
“I couldn’t hear a voice. I
really felt like there was a void
and our generation was really
listening to hear one. And out of
that I called the churches together
to see what we could do collectively, realizing that there is

strength in numbers,” said Bryant.
He continued, “You can
listen to Black Radio, Christian
Radio or watch Black Christian
television hours on end and not
hear pastors say anything of social
regard. And I think that this is a
call for pastors and the people
back to the front lines and to get
off of the side lines.”
Bryant, former NAACP
National Youth and College
director, has called on his pastoral
colleagues to raise their prophetic
voices through the vehicle of a
new non-partisan organization The Empowerment Movement.
The initiative is being birthed
amidst tenuous political and
social circumstances, including
national debates over issues such
as same sex unions, President
Obama’s health care initiative and
the horrendous shooting of
Trayvon Martin in Sanford.
Bryant, who led a Justice for
Trayvon rally in Sanford last
month, was elected by pastors
from at least 30 different denomi-

EASTER
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Leslie Curran, St. Petersburg City Council
member, speaks to the crowd.

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Hundreds of demonstrators and
supporters calling for justice in
the Feb. 26 killing of Trayvon
Martin marched and held rallies
this past Saturday, March 31.
Among the organizations
calling for justice included the
National Christian League of
Councils (NCLC) and the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l P e o p l e ’s
Democratic Uhuru Movement
(INPDUM).
The NCLC began its march
at the Poynter Institute located
at 801 3rd Avenue South, and
ended at Spa Beach on 2nd
Avenue North and Beach Drive.

Rev. Watson Haynes, left, Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church and
Sevelle Brown, right, National Director NCLC, listen to Torian Jaun speak.

The march consisted of youth
groups, university students,
organizations and individuals
throughout the Tampa Bay area.
Kevin Johnson who came to
express his individual support
felt concerned that a young
person could be killed while
carrying candy and a can of ice
tea. Johnson wore a hoodie and
carried a bag of candy and tea as
a symbol of who can be a target.
“I am here representing
myself today, but I have help to
establish a crime watch program
while serving as the president of
a local neighborhood association,” Johnson said.
“You have your limitations
and you’re not the police. The
police should handle police
activities. You have to walk a

thin line, but you can’t go out
and break the law while trying
to uphold the law. I have
children. He (Trayvon) could
have been my son. It could have
been me. You’re not the police
and you must work within the
framework of your volunteer
position,” Johnson concluded.
Recent media reports
i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e 9 11 c a l l
analysis compared the screams
of “help” to other recordings of
George Zimmerman’s voice
using a computerized matching
technique. Zimmerman, the
Neighborhood Crime Watch
volunteer, claims he shot and
killed Martin in self defense.
The consultant, Tom Owen,
told the Sentinel that the comparison showed a 48 percent

match between the two samples.
A positive match should be
above 90 percent, he said. Owen
did not respond to an email
Monday from the Associated
Pr e s s s e e k i n g a d d i t i o n a l
comments.
Sevell Brown, III, NCLC
National Director stated, “We
are asking everyone to march to
symbolically show support for
the search for truth and justice
for Trayvon and his family.”
“Furthermore, the marches are
calling for an end to the coverup by the Sanford Police
Department, the state attorney’s
office and those in Tallahassee
that want to disguise the murder
under the camouflage of the

TRAYVON
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BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Deuces Live, Inc. presented A
Tas t e o f M i d t o wn fam i l y
festival last Saturday. The
festival was held on 22nd Street,
with 9th Ave. to 15th Ave. being
blocked off.
Festival goers experienced a
v ari et y o f v en d o rs wi t h
specialty food items including
barbeque, fish and delightful
deserts. Also specialty items of
clothing, oils and arts and crafts
were present.
The crowd swayed from the
inspirational sounds of performing artists such as the Royal
Theatre’s Boys and Girls Clubs
Community Mime Ministry.
According to the festival’s

chair, Herbert Murphy, the
Mime Ministry, jumped at the
ch a n c e t o v o l u n t e e r a t t h e
festival. The Ministry also won
first place at the St. Petersburg
Human Rights Festival last
month.
“I am a business partner in
this community, and I’ve joined
with this newly formed nonprofit, Deuces Live, Inc., with
the mission of improving this
area while preserving main
streets in the United States,”
Murphy said. “Our organization
is a year old, and this is our
coming out party.”
In the past, the festival had
been organized by the 22nd
Street Redevelopment
Corporation, but they are no
longer promoting the event.
This is the first year for the new
organization to promote the

L - R Tenesha Washington, Lois Pitts and Constance Murphy

annual affair.
Dueces Live, Inc. is
organized to help create an
atmosphere to stimulate new
growth and enhance the current
commercial and residential pop-

ulation within the historic 22nd
Street South District. It operates

FESTIVAL
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• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
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BY DR. E. FAYE
WILLIAMS, ESQ.

( Tr i c e E d n e y
Wire.com) — As
we
approached
April 4, the day Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. was murdered, we were
also looking at the murder of
Trayvon Martin. We’re as outraged
now as we were over the murder of
Dr. King. We’d begun to think
racial hatred had subsided a bit.
We weren’t naive enough to
believe it had ended, but 2008
raised our hope that things were
slowly getting better.
Two years later, racial hatred
blew in from nowhere! The Tea
Party made no secret about its
intention to set us back to the
bl e a k es t days when Afric an
Americans were unwelcomed after
slavery and sharecropping. An often
heard phrase is, “We’re taking back
our country.” It is clear to us what
that means. As hatred escalated, not
only were African Americans
targeted, but so were Hispanics and

women. The hatred has come to a
boiling point.
When Trayvon was murdered,
rallies around the country seem to
indicate that some have decided not
to take it anymore. I’ve attended
rallies and witnessed others around
the country. I see a new determination on the part of people to speak
out against the evil that’s been
lurking around us for a very long
time. People appear to be ready to
stand up and fight back.
Knowing he’d be criticized by
the lunatics promoting all this
hatred, President Barack Obama,
spoke out regarding the murder of
Trayvon. True to form, Rush
Limbaugh blasted him for saying,
“If I had a son, he’d look like
Trayvon.” Rush missed the fact that
thousands of Americans were
saying the same thing and thought
of their own children when
Trayvon, walking home from the
store with Skittles and iced tea, was
presumed to be a criminal because
of the color of his skin. It was easy
for Rush to say, “It is the least

important thing, what the kid looks
like” because he never had to leave
home and have his mother fear he
might not return. Yet, so many
African mothers still know that fear,
and were right to worry because
many of their sons, like Trayvon,
never returned.
Racial profiling is real. Both
Martins were murdered as a result
of racial profiling. There’s no other
explanation. The explanation given
by the police department has
astounded us. Every piece of
evidence leaked out or publically
supplied confirms what we already
knew. Trayvon was racially profiled
and there’ve been a lot of attempts
to cover up the crime.
There are more questions than
answers. Why was Trayvon’s body
kept for 3 days without notifying his
family he had been killed? Did it
take the police that long to manufactu re a s el f d efen s e cl ai m f o r
Zimmerman? So much evidence is
available to prove that Zimmerman
pursued Trayvon. Zimmerman had
the gun and had a problem with a

( Tr i c e E d n e y
Wire.com) - Forty
years ago this month,
10,000 African Americans thronged to
Gary, Indiana for the first National
Black Political Convention. They
gathered to develop a black agenda,
and to influence 1972 presidential
politics. One of the things on the
agenda was the development of an
independent black political party and
to explore the notion of independent
black politics. To commemorate this
anniversary, Dr. Ron Daniels
convened a group of people on Capitol
Hill to see the movie, “Nation Time,”
and to listen to a group of people, some
of whom had been at Gary, talk about
what Gary means today.
One of the things that was
exciting about the film was the energy
and audacity of the black folk who
were gathered at Gary. There is a
young Jesse Jackson leading the
chant, “What time is it? It’s nation
time.” There is a forceful Richard

Hatcher, then mayor of Gary, explaining why the gathering was necessary.
There is Imamu Baraka, calling for
votes. There is Queen Mother Moore,
speaking on the necessity for reparations. There is energy, audacity.
All weekend, there have been
rallies in support for Trayvon Martin
and his family, demands that George
Zimmerman, the man who executed
Trayvon, be arrested, and demands
that Florida’s vigilante laws be
reviewed. Rev. Al Sharpton led some
30,000 people in a Florida rally, and
the NAACP also plans a rally. As
people rally to support Trayvon
Martin and condemn Zimmerman, it
is important to remember that this
tragedy is one of several.
Zimmerman, apparently, felt threatened by Skittles, iced tea, and a
hoodie. How many other young black
men have been executed in similar
circumstances?
This Trayvon Martin case may
have a galvanizing effect on African
American people. Still, we have to ask
what has happened to the audacity
that was so clearly present in Gary

four decades ago. Since then, too
many of us have become satisfied and
complacent. Too many are into “me”
not “we.” Even as African Americans
continue to be battered by our
economy, too many are blaming
themselves, not our economic
structure, for the situation they find
themselves in. And we have been too
tolerant of those who freely
bandy about racial slurs. George
Zimmerman apparently thought he
could get away with a public
execution. And, truth be told, to date
he has. There has been no investigation, no arrest. All he had to say was
that he acted in self-defense, and he
was off scott free. No matter that the
911 operator told him not to pursue
Trayvon. No matter that there is no
evidence of self-defense. Trayvon
M art i n i s d ead an d Geo rg e
Zimmerman is free. Where is our
audacity?
George Zimmerman seems to
think there are no consequences to
executing a young black man on the
public streets. He seems to think so
because African American audacity

young black man being in the neighborhood.
Trayvon was unarmed. The
“Stand Your Ground” defense
belonged to Trayvon. The police
never did a thorough search of
Zimmerman, never tested him for
drugs or alcohol, or kept his jacket or
gun for evidence. They allowed him
to walk away, pretending no crime
had been committed. Why was the
state’s attorney in the Sanford police
station that night? Was he there to
help with the cover-up? If it were
raining that night, why would water
on Zimmerman’s jacket be significant to prove he’d been pushed to
the ground? Are we asked to believe
a big man like Zimmerman could be
wrestled to and held on the ground
by the much smaller Trayvon?
We’ve never learned who
murdered Dr. King. Here we are
many years later, knowing who
murdered Trayvon, but no arrest.
Ha s a n y t h i n g r e a l l y c h a n g e d
regarding murdering Black men
from Martin in 1968 to Martin in
2012?

has just about disappeared. Facing
an organized African American
community, Zimmerman might have
thought twice between raising his gun
and using it. Fearing an organized
black community, Zimmerman might
have thought twice before uttering a
racial slur. No doubt, he has learned
from the best. Rush Limbaugh pops
off at the mouth any chance he gets,
using racial and gender slurs and only
recently suffering any consequences.
Newt Gingrich calls President Obama
a “food stamp president” and he is
only mildly called on it. No wonder
Zimmerman thought his effort was
acceptable. Until now, he has had no
evidence to the contrary.
It is easy to say, “black people
need to be more organized”, but it
is difficult to do. Still, the Trayvon
Martin case reminds us of the need
for an organized African American
movement. And Gary reminds us
that once there was audacity. We
have to find that audacity again so
that no racist on the loose ever
again feels it acceptable to execute
a child on the street.
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ACADEMY PREP SCHOLARSHIP
Academy Prep Graduate
Earns High Scores

Sara Young
Thrives at
Chatham Hall;
Meets Famed
Feminist
Gloria Steinem

Academy Prep Valedictorian of the Class of 2011, Sara Young, is
already aspiring to greatness. Noting her astonishing aptitude as a
freshman at Chatham Hall Boarding School in Virginia, Sara’s teachers
described her semester exams as “by far the best of the 20 that I graded
this December” and “amazing, a testament to your mathematical aptitude
and ability.” Sara’s contributions in class have been recognized by faculty
as “pertinent and intelligent,” and her potential, both academically and as
a leader, has been highly praised.

When asked about her high school experience, Sara said, “My time at
Chatham Hall has been so exhilarating yet exhausting at the same time.
As each day passes, I can almost feel myself becoming smarter, thinking
harder, running faster, and working harder. Chatham Hall is determined
to push me to my limits, and then some, for me to become the best I can
possibly be. Academy Prep did the same thing and look how well I turned
out. A shy, quiet 5th grader with messy hair, to a cool, confident, nonsarcastic young woman shaking hands with Gloria Steinem! That is
progress at its quintessence.”

As part of Chatham Hall’s Leader in Residence Program, feminist,
writer, and activist Gloria Steinem met with Sara and other students to
discuss equality. Gloria was chosen as a Leader in Residence because her
ideals coincide with the mission of Chatham Hall, as she has changed the
lives of many and continues to raise the important, controversial issues.
Gloria provides a wonderful example for Academy Prep graduates who,
like Sara, have a desire to excel and limitless potential.

TRAYVON

continued from front page

Stand Your Ground Law.”
Brown concluded, “In no
wise or manner is the law applicable to Mr. Zimmerman. All
triggers in the law that activate
it are not present in the incident

with Martin. Skittles and Ice
Tea don’t represent imminent
danger. The assailant must be
coming toward you and not
running away. The trigger is not
cocked. No struggle for life and
death as the video camera
provided evidence of that within
the last few hours showing

Mr. Zimmerman being escorted
into the Sanford Police
Department.”
Nineteen-year-old Makiera
Johnson attended the march
with
15-year-old
Aaliyah
Wright to show support for the
call for justice. “I think it was a
senseless act that needs justice,”

Johnson said. “I came to show
my support.”
P r i n c e s s Wi l l i a m s , t h e
president of the INPDUM
wanted to bring attention to
what she describes as a pattern
of injustice that continues to
effect the African American
community.

“We organized this march
for the tragic incident with
Trayvon Martin, but also to
bring awareness about a long
history of brothers being
murdered by the Police
Department,” Williams said.
“These incidents will continue
to happen until we demand

justice in the community.”
T h a t s a m e d a y, s e v e r a l
members of the local NAACP
boarded a bus and traveled
along with other supporters to
Sanford, where they united with
national leaders for a march and
rally.

Pedro Hakeem
Marching along 2nd Avenue

Greg Pound

Members of Delta Sigma Theta

Kevin Johnson

Princess Williams
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Retired Military Officers

Lt. Colonel Ernestine J. Rembert

BY EMMA CAVIN
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

The adage, “You cannot
judge a book by looking at its
cover,” is one that is certainly
believable once you are introduced to Ernestine J. Rembert.
When meeting her for the first
time, there is nothing that
indicates the life that she has
led. She is soft-spoken, friendly,
and very understanding - the
kind of person who comforts
and soothes hurt feelings or
gives encouragement to those in
despair.
Remberts job took mental,
physical, emotional, and
spiritual strength coupled with
patience and much knowledge.
Small in stature, she is a virtual
giant in the field of nursing and
in the military.
A graduate of Gibbs High
School, Rembert studied and
re c e i ved cer tif ication as a
Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)
in the Gibbs Vocational School.
Her first job as a LPN was at
Mercy Hospital, which was
located on the site of what is
now the Johnny Ruth Clarke
He a l th Center. Later, she
worked at Mound Park Hospital
(now Bayfront Medical Center)
in the Critical Care Unit.
While working at Mound
Park Hospital, she enrolled at
St. Petersburg Junior College to
study for a degree in Registered
Nursing. It took two full years
of studying and working seven
days a week without time off or
any kind of vacation. She was
determined to complete the
course, for neither she, nor her
entire family would have it any
o t h e r w ay. She was, and

continues to be, an example and
inspiration for many who have
gotten to know her. A few years
later, she received her BA
degree in Psychology from St.
Leo College. Her masters
degree in Public Health was
earned at the University of
South Florida.
In 1973, Rembert enlisted in
the US Army. She was commissioned as a First Lieutenant
in 1981. Her military career
spanned 25 years. A member of
a Combat Support Hospital
Unit, Rembert spent a lot of
time in the field. Her area of
e xpertise was em erg en cy
wound care, which paralleled
her work in the Critical Care
Unit at Bayfront. She was also
an instructor for licensed
practical nursing.
During the time that her unit
worked in the drug screening
program, the Southeast coast of
the US was their territory,
specifically in Georgia and
Florida. From Lakeland to
Punta Gorda, she and her unit
did briefings on HIV and AIDS
each year.
Rembert’s next civilian job
was at the Pinellas County
Health Department. There, she
worked in s ev eral areas ,
including home health care,
infants and children, and communicable diseases in both the
St. Petersburg and Clearwater
offices.
She retired after 30 years.
Nevertheless, her skills are still
being utilized as she volunteers
and mentors people in the
community. “I am so grateful
for the opportunities afforded
me and my family,” Rembert
said. “Though many obstacles
se emed insu rm o u n t ab l e at

NIKKI SMITH
NEIGHBORHOOD
NEWS BUREAU

times, God provided a way to
move past the problems.”
“Traveling is something we
have enjoyed over the years.
We used to take road trips to
visit other relatives or visit
theme parks. The grandchildren
are visiting, and it is getting
warm er, s o we wi l l p l an
something soon. I think I would
like to take my grandchildren to
Ft. Myers for the Mystery
Dinner Theatre. I can imagine
them screaming and searching
for clues, but I know they will
have fun.”
Rembert attends Mt. Zion
A. M . E . ch u rch . S h e i s a
member of the Health
Commission Team. This group
of health care practitioners does
health
screenings,
present
exercise activities, and review
medication lists so that
questions can be answered and
church members can better
understand the need for the
various medications and procedures. She was married to
Franklin Rembert for 48 years
prior to his death. They are the
parents of four children, grandparents of four grandchildren
and nine great-grandchildren .

Meet State Finalist,
Kimora Early

S T. PETERSBUR G Miss Kimora Early has been
chosen as a State Finalist in
the National American Miss
F l o ri d a J unior P re-Tee n
Pageant to be held July 20 and
21 at the Hyatt Regency
Grand Cypress in Orlando.
The pageant is held for
girls ages 7-9. The winner will
receive a $1,000 cash award
and a chance to compete in
the national pageant held at
Disneyland in California.
The nine year old enjoys

dancing, drawing, reading,
and playing her violin. Miss
Early loves school and volunteering with her church’s
youth group. She has also won
many academic and artistic
awards in her short lifetime.
Early is currently looking
for sponsorship as she transitions into the pageant and
modeling fields. If you are
interested in supporting this
talented young lady, you can
reach her parents at 727- 2045744.

Elementary And Middle School
Children Enjoy Social Time

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Good News Club, a place where
children come to learn about
God, meets after school. Started
in backyards and day care centers
more than 75 years ago, within
the past decade, Good News
Clubs has moved to schools. The
children sing, dance, study Bible
lessons and have small group
time with a leader to discuss
anything the youth want to talk
about.
Janice Starling heads up the
Good News Club at Melrose
Elementary, and is the person in
charge of planning and startup for
Fairmont Elementary as well.
Currently, Starling has a partnership with her church, Word of
Life Fellowship, to volunteer
time and staff to lead the club
once a week. She anticipates a
partnership
with
Faith
Community Church for Fairmont
Elementary.
Fairmont’s club will start out
as a five-to-six week trial series,
then depending on how it goes,
will run longer next year. In 2011,
Melrose had a one day a week
club meeting for a period of six
weeks. The turnout was overwhelming and this year Melrose is
in its 12th week of a 17-week
series. Starling wants to duplicate
the Melrose success at Fairmont.
The Good News Club allows
children to hear the gospel in a

Fairmont Park Elementary kicks off its first
Good News Club on April 24.

way specifically designed for
youth. It also provides children
with someone who will listen
and gives each child an opportunity to build a mentor/mentee
relationship with club staff.
In the beginning at Melrose,
most of the children did not want to
be there, especially the fifth grade
boys. Yet after coming a few times
the boys are bringing more boys to
the club. Now, of the 40 children
who regularly attend, about 10 are
girls and the rest are boys.
“There has been a major
attitude change,” Starling said.
“One of the Children at
Melrose stopped me at one of our
club meetings to say, ‘Mrs. Janice,
Mrs. Janice, we stopped a fight,’
when normally you’d think to hear
about them getting into a fight, and
I can’t help but think that our club
has had some help in that change of
mind.”
Darrin Rogers, child evangelism fellowship director of the

Suncoast Chapter of the club, said
they are planning to start the first
middle school club this year at
John Hopkins as a pilot group.
Depending on how it goes, the
organization plans to start more
clubs at middle schools in 2013.
“There is such an impact made
on these children,” Rogers said.
“Some of them do not have parents
that are home, and have no one to
talk to, yet they have serious things
that they want to talk about. This
club provides them a chance to just
talk, and for some, that is all that
matters.”
Neighborhood News Bureau
(NNB) is a working newsroom,
staffed by USF St. Petersburg
undergraduate and graduate
journalism students. NNB
serves Midtown and surrounding communities. To
report your community news,
call 727-873-4741, or email
lclevela@mail.usf.edu.
Online at nnbnews.com

Readers Choice

Book
Review
Tangela Murph-Bailey

Owner - Readers Choice Bookstore

Tony Evans is a well known author of many
books, and can be heard on his radio program “The
Alternative View” all over the country.
In his latest endeavor, “For Married Women
Only,” Dr. Evans talks about how a woman should
honor her husband. Many Christian marriages are
struggling today because husbands and wives have
neglected the roles that God established for them in
scripture. He counsels many Christian couples who
are making a lot of noise, complaining about their
spouses and their marriages, when the truth is they
have neglected their biblical roles and become
confused about what they are supposed to be doing.
Evans tells the reader up front that even
though the book focuses on the woman’s role in the
home, nothing he has to say is meant to excuse
men who aren’t performing their God-given role as
husbands.
The book summarizes what he teaches at his
conferences by saying that the primary responsibil-

ity for the health of a marriage falls on the husband,
not the wife. It’s true that there are wives who are
not fulfilling their biblical role, but that doesn’t
change the fact that husbands are charged with the
primary responsibility to see that their marriages
function as God intended.
Dr. Evan closes with the powerful principal on
“the Sanctity of Surrender.” Ladies have no fear,
when God has a woman to work with who is
willing to surrender to him, he will move
mountains and disrupt Kingdoms when necessary
to act on her behalf. He has done it for me, and I
know he will do it for you.
Let’s love for a lifetime, and build a marriage
that will go the distance.
This best seller and easy read is available at
Readers Choice Bookstore, 3921 34th Street South
(Value Fair Market, in the old Kmart). Open five
days a week (Wednesday – Sunday). The phone
number is 727-867-3696.

SUMMER PEACE CAMP 2012
Start your Summer Smart
Get Fun for your HEART
Health Education Arts
Recreation Tenacity

License# 52-51-1310679

REGISTER NOW TO START JUNE 11, 2012 FOR 10 WEEKS.
Breakfast, lunch and afternoon snack. Two Rays games,
many outdoor field experiences, Architectural scavenger hunt,
environmental experiences with picnic lunches. Includes many
educational activities, including literacy coaching by SPC tutors,
museums, classical music, karaoke, play writing, drama, photography,
computers and teamwork. Large playground and nearby parks.
We are offering 23 funded spots for children age 6 -10
in a grant funded program. Parents only pay a $25 fee and
fill in a Statement of Commitment Form and Application Form.
All others who are not financially eligible for funding: $85 per week.

HAPPY WORKERS LEARNING CENTER, Inc.
920 19th Street South. St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Call: 727-894-5337
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tax Scam
Warning

The Internal Revenue Service
and Wealth Building Coalition of
Pinellas County are warning senior
citizens and other taxpayers to
beware of an emerging scheme
tempting them to file tax returns
claiming fraudulent refunds.
The scheme carries a common
theme of promising refunds to
people who have little or no
income and normally don’t have a
tax filing requirement. Under the
scheme, promoters claim they can
obtain for their victims, often
senior citizens, a tax refund or nonexistent stimulus payment based
on the American Opportunity Tax
Credit, even if the victim was not
enrolled in or paying for college.
The IRS has identified and
stopped an upsurge of these bogus
refund claims coming in from
across the United States. The IRS
is actively investigating the
sources of the scheme, and its
promoters may be subject to

criminal prosecution.
Typically, con artists falsely
claim that refunds are available
even if the victim went to school
decades ago. In many cases,
scammers are targeting seniors,
people with very low incomes and
members of church congregations
with bogus promises of free
money.
The IRS has also seen a
variation of this scheme that incorrectly claims the college credit is
available to compensate people for
paying taxes on groceries.
The IRS has already detected
and stopped thousands of these
fraudulent claims. Nevertheless,
the scheme can still be quite costly
for victims. Promoters may charge
exorbitant upfront fees to file these
claims and are often long gone
when victims discover they’ve
been scammed.
The IRS is reminding people
to be careful because all taxpayers,

including those who use paid tax
preparers, are legally responsible
for the accuracy of their returns,
and must repay any refunds
received in error.
This refund scheme features
many of the warning signs IRS
cautions taxpayers to watch for
when choosing a tax preparer. For
advice on choosing a competent
tax professional, see Tips for
Choosing a Tax Return Preparer
on IRS.gov.
For additional information on
tax scams, see the 2012 Dirty
Dozen list.
Additionally, the Tampa Bay
Area holds a title that is not
coveted … the title is one of the top
areas in the country for Identity
Theft, in particular - related to
fraudulent filing of tax returns on
your behalf. If you find when
attempting to file your tax return
that someone has already filed
under your social security number,

you need to make sure you contact
IRS immediately to begin resolution of this problem.
Identity Theft Procedures
Individuals who are victims or
believe they are victims of identity
theft can report the incident to the
Identity
Protection Specialized Unit
(IPSU) at 1-800-908-4490. If it is
determined the taxpayer is a victim
of identity
theft, the unit will place an
Identity Theft indicator on the
taxpayer’s account.
For additional information,
please refer to:
• www.irs.gov and perform a
search for “identity theft”
In order to get your tax return
prepared by IRS certified volunteers and filed electronically for
free by VITA, please contact 2-1-1
for more information or go to
www.jwbpinellas.org.

2012 Summer Youth Intern Program

ST. PETERSBURG - Boley
Centers, Inc. proudly presents its
2012 Summer Youth Intern
Program. Funded through the City
of St. Petersburg, this program
enables Boley to assist youth
living in the St. Petersburg area to
earn money while gaining invaluable work experience in both the
public and private sectors.
The goal is to provide employment for 120 young adults, ages 16

EASTER

continued from front page

nations as president/CEO of the
new organization. They have all
agreed to use their pulpits this
Sunday to preach both spiritual
and political empowerment.
“‘Resurrect the Movement’ is
the name of this weekend,” Bryant
says in a telephone interview.
“Since the assassination of Dr.
King, we’ve seen a real slump in
activism in consciousness in the
black church and moreover in the
black pulpit.”
Dr. King was assassinated
April 4, 1968, 44 years ago this
week. He was founder of the now
57-year-old Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, an organization now getting its footing back
after several years of turmoil in
leadership.
“All of the churches had been
making statements singularly, but
not collectively,” says the 40-yearold Bryant. “And the Black church
really has not moved in a collective

– 21, through an eight to ten week
summer employment program.
Interns will earn $7.67 per hour
and be expected to work 30 hours
per week. Every effort will be
made to match the interns with a
job according to their interests,
skills, and geographic location.
Positions will begin June 11 and
end Aug. 17.
Applications will be available
through May 7 at the following

arm on a national level since Dr.
King’s SCLC initiative. So, I
think when you do something
positive many times the press
doesn’t pick it up. But, I think that
if all of us would come together
and beat the drums somebody will
hear it.”
On Sunday, pastors across
the nation will not only appeal
for voter registration, but
people will also be instructed
how they can register on their
cell phones and lap tops.
Facebook and Twitter will also
be engaged in the movement
with more information found at
www.Empowermentmovement.org.
Still, convincing an apathetic
people to register and then actually
go to the polls and vote will be a
major challenge that Bryant
readily acknowledges.
“I think a lot of us African
Americans think they’ve arrived
into equality with a black President
and with the beacon light of billionaires like Bob Johnson, Magic
Johnson or Oprah Winfrey. It gives

sites: All city recreation centers,
Ci t y Hal l , E n o ch Dav i s
Community Center, James B.
Sanderlin Family Service Center,
Pinellas County Urban League,
Royal Theater, Worknet Pinellas,
and Boley Centers’location.
All completed applications
must be submitted by 5 p.m.
Friday, May 7. Interns will be
chosen from all qualified applications using a lottery system.

The City of St. Petersburg’s
business community is strongly
encouraged to support this
program by providing temporary
employment positions during the
summer. Employers who partner
with the SYIP are only responsible
for paying half of the interns’
hourly wage ($3.83 per hour).
For more information contact
Valerie Williams at 727-821-4819
x5730.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Saturday, April 7 - Soul Fest 2012. Sponsored by The Well,
Rehoboth Faith Cathedral Tampa, Archbishop Willie and Glenda
Bolden. Lowry Park in Tampa 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. Music, food
and more!
Wednesday, May 2 - Nurse Midwife Mary Karoma has delivered
over 3000 babies in Sierra Leone and never lost a single mom or
baby. As Director of the All African People’s Development and
Empowerment Project, Nurse Mary is training midwives and has
established a birth clinic along with four community vegetable
farms and a vocational institute. See and hear her inspirational
story starting at 6:30 p.m. 1000 Central Ave., St. Petersburg. For
more information, visit africasfuturetour.wordpress.com or call
727-683-9949. This event is free to the public.
Current - The College Fund of Pinellas County is looking for
graduating seniors who have been accepted to college for the
Fall. They must be registered as full-time students and will be
awarded based on financial need, academic ability and motivation. More info is available at www.collegefundpinellas.org or
your counselor. The deadline is the end of July.

The following job is currently available:

• Adjunct in Accounting (#0007240)
For information regarding the above, please go to”
http://employment.usf.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=58831

or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at,
140 Seventh Avenue S., BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL.
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution. Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

REQUEST FOR BIDS
Flatiron-Middlesex, a Joint Venture,
is requesting subcontractor and material quotes
for the following project:
I-275 from SR60 to Hillsborough River
Reconstruction Improvements
Hillsborough County, Florida
State of Florida, Dept. of Transportation
DESIGN BUILD PROJECT #E7F75

DBE SUBCONTRACTORS AND
SUPPLIERS ARE STRONGLY
ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE!

Rev. Jamal Bryant locks arms with Rev. Jesse Jackson
during the rally last month.

us a false sense of security. In
instances like Trayvon Martin, our
wake up call, we’ve still got miles
to go,” said Bryant.
Among the 25-30 congregations participating in the drive are
AME, CME, AME Zion, Baptist,
Bible Way, Church of God in
Christ, Full Gospel, Gospel Music
Workshop of America, United
Covenant Churches, Harvest
Churches, Fellowship of interna-

tional Word of Faith, Church of
God, according to a release.
Bryant concludes, “It is my
prayer that just as the religious
right has been very strategic in
lifting their voice and speaking
to their issues and concerns that
The Empowerment Movement
will really be the epicenter of
social-spiritual consciousness
for this generation of African
Americans.”

Quotes are due on April 6, 2012
PLEASE FAX ALL QUOTES TO 303-776-0072
OR E-MAIL TO vshirley@flatironcorp.com
To obtain detailed project information,
please e-mail your request to bidresponse@flatironcorp.com
Flatiron-Middlesex, a Joint Venture,
10188 E I-25 Frontage Road, Firestone, CO 80504

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Notice is hereby given that Community Action Stops Abuse, Inc. (CASA) will receive sealed bids from a General
Contractor for the furnishing of all materials and labor for the renovation of the office space into a childcare center
at 555 10th Street North, St Petersburg, FL.
All materials furnished and all work performed shall be in accordance with the Drawings, Specifications and other
Contract Documents pertaining thereto, as prepared by the Office of Larry LaDelfa, 790 4th Avenue S, St Petersburg,
FL 33701; Phone No. (727) 821-5779.
Bidders may examine the Drawings, Specifications and other Contract Document at the office of the Architect,
Larry LaDelfa. All drawing & specification sets may be purchased directly from ARC @ 129 2nd Street North, St.
Petersburg, Florida; Phone No. (727) 821-1365.
A mandatory pre-bid meeting is being held on Thursday, April 12, 2012 at 10:30 AM at the job site which is
555 10th Street North, St Petersburg, FL. Sealed bids will be received at the office of the Owner: CASA (Community
Action Stops Abuse, Inc., 1011 First Avenue N, St Petersburg, FL 33731-Administrative Offices. Bids will be received
until 2:00 PM on Wednesday, May 2, 2012. A public bid opening will take place immediately following the receipt
of the sealed bids at 2:00 PM.
All questions are to be directed to Larry LaDelfa. The last date for questions to be accepted, in order to allow time
for the issuance of any addenda, is Monday, April 23, 2012.

PLEASE
Support OUR
Advertisers

All bids must be submitted on the Proposal Form as furnished and must be accompanied by a Bid Bond, Certified
Check, Cashier’s Check, Treasurers Check or Bank Draft in a sum not less than five (5) percent of the amount of the
Bid, as a guarantee that the Bidder will enter into an agreement with the Owner if his bid is accepted. Bids shall
remain in force for sixty (60) days after the date of opening. Bidders must be General Contractors licensed to do
business in the State of Florida, pursuant to Florida Statue Chapter #489, and in Pinellas County.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities in any bid whenever such
rejection or waiver is in the interest of the Owner. Awards, if made, will be to the bidder whose bid is most
advantageous to the Owner; price and other factors considered as determined at the sole discretion of the Owner.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Community Spotlight

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: biography.com and avaduvernay.com

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Emmett Louis Till

Larry David Royall
Business Manager, Father, Grandfather
Larry Royall is originally from Clinton,
North Carolina, though he moved to Florida
from New York. He likes to call himself a
“country boy” because his early years were
spent in the mostly rural and small town
areas. In reality, he was exposed to people
and ideas from the world since he grew up
near a military base and his parents were
civilians working there. He and his brother
enjoyed the quietness of the area for quite a
while, but the family moved to Newburg,
New York before he finished high school.
The move did not help Royall to overcome
his shyness. “I didn’t mingle much when I
was growing up. At our house, it was school,
then work, and we went home. It was years
later in the military that I blossomed into a
more outgoing personality,” Royall said.
After he graduated from high school,
Royall attended St. Mary’s College, in
Newburg. Business Management was his
major, and that has helped him in every job he
has had. While in high school, he worked at a
place called Carroll’s, which was the forerunner of a popular fast food chain. “I did every
job in the establishment and was managing at
17. I would have been satisfied to continue
there, but the decision makers in our house
(my parents) said that college was the next
step for me,” Royall related.
After he finished up his studies at St.
Mary’s, Royall enlisted in the Marine Corp.
He served in Korea, Hong Kong, Okinawa,
and Japan. Within the United States, he was
stationed in Virginia, North Carolina, and
California. His tour of duty lasted four years.
He had the opportunity to become a police
officer after he left the Marines, but he took a
job with the Department of Corrections
instead.
According to Royall, “There were days
that I wished that I had taken the police
department’s offer. Did you know that the
difference between the prisoners and the

FESTIVAL

continued from front page

on a 4-Point Approach which
includes organization,
promotion, design and
economic restructuring.
“There is a lot of history,
lives and businesses that existed
here, and we want to revive this
district back to what it was and
to make it better,” Gloria
Campbell said. Campbell is the
president of Dueces Live, Inc.,
and a business owner on 22nd
Street South.
Word must be spreading

workers is which ones get to go home at
night? Yes, I know that there are more differences, but I felt confined because I was
locked behind bars until it was time to go
home. I did not like that at all,” Royall said.
When asked what qualities he most
respected in people with whom he has
worked, Royall listed honesty as number one.
“Honesty is a good thing. I advise everyone
to be honest with your co-workers, associates,
friends, and family. It keeps down a lot of
problems and misunderstandings,” he noted.
In his leisure time, Royall likes to dance. He
and some of his friends found places to go
dancing a few times, but he says that his
schedule is too full of work to go often.
“That’s all I do now. My job is very
demanding. I take pride in my work and I try
to treat all employees the way I want to be
treated,” said Royall.
The father of four adults, Royall’s pride
and joy is his grandson, Nicholas Christian.
He moved to Florida a year ago to spend time
with his daughters, sons, and grandson.

because people came from as
far as Clearwater to attend the
festival. Tenesha Washington
and Lois Pitts accepted an invitation from t h ei r fri en d
Constance Murphy to attend the
festival for the first time.
“We’re from Clearwater and
were invited b y a fri en d , ”
Washington stated. “This is our
first time attending and we’re
glad we came.”
According to Campbell,
Dueces Live, Inc. is planning
another event this fall to spread
the word about the 22nd Street
South District.

Emmett Louis Till was born
July 25, 1941 in Chicago, the only
child of Louis and Mamie Till. Till
never knew his father, a private in
the United States Army during
World War II. Mamie and Louis Till
separated in 1942, and three years
later, in 1945, the family received
word from the army that the soldier
had been executed for “willful misconduct” while serving in Italy.
Emmett Till, who went by the
nickname Bobo, grew up in a
thriving, middle-class black neighborhood on Chicago’s South Side
and attended an all-black McCosh
Grammar School. With his mother
often working more than 12-hour
days, Till took on his full share of
domestic responsibilities from a
very young age.
In August 1955, Till’s great
uncle, Moses Wright, came up from
Mississippi to visit the family in
Chicago. At the end of his stay,
Wright was planning to take Till’s
cousin, Wheeler Parker, back to
Mississippi with him to visit
relatives down South, and when Till
learned of these plans he begged his
mother to let him go along. Initially,
Till’s mother said no but in a fateful
decision that would have grave
impact on their lives and the course
of American history, Till’s mother
relented and let him go.
On August 19, 1955—the day
before Till left with his uncle and
cousin for Mississippi—Mamie Till
gave her son his late father’s signet

ring, engraved with the initials L.T.
The next day she drove her son to
the 63rd Street station in Chicago.
Three days after arriving in
Money, Mississippi, August 24,
1955, Emmett Till and a group of
teenagers entered Bryant’s Grocery
and Meat Market to buy refreshments after a long day picking
cotton. What exactly transpired
inside the grocery store that
afternoon will never be known. Till
purchased bubble gum, and some
of the kids with him would later
report that he either whistled at,
flirted with, or touched the hand of
the store’s white female clerk—and
wife of the owner—Carolyn
Bryant.
Four days later, at approximately 2:30 in the morning August 28,
1955, Roy Bryant, Carolyn’s
husband and his half brother J.W.
Milam kidnapped Till from Moses
Wright’s home. They then beat the
teenager brutally, dragged him to
the bank of the Tallahatchie River,
shot him in the head, tied him with
barbed wire to a large metal fan and
shoved his mutilated body into the
water. Moses Wright reported Till’s
disappearance to the local authorities, and three days later his corpse
was pulled out of the river. Till’s
face was mutilated beyond recognition, and Wright only managed to
positively identify him by the ring
on his finger, engraved with his
father’s initials, L.T.
Till’s body was shipped to
Chicago. Thousands of people
came to the Roberts Temple Church
of God to see the evidence of this
brutal hate crime. Till’s mother said
that, despite the enormous pain it
caused her to see her son’s dead
body on display, she opted for an
open-casket funeral to “let the
world see what has happened,

because there is no way I could
describe this. And I needed
somebody to help me tell what it
was like.”
In the weeks that passed
between Till’s burial and the murder
and kidnapping trial of Roy Bryant
and J.W. Milam, two black publications, Jet magazine and the Chicago
Defender, published graphic
images of Till’s corpse. By the time
the trial commenced Sept. 19,
Emmett Till’s murder had become a
source of outrage and indignation
throughout much of the country.
On Sept. 23 the panel of white
male jurors acquitted Bryant and
Milam of all charges. Their deliberations lasted a mere 67 minutes.
Only a few months later, in January
1956, Bryant and Milam admitted
to committing the crime. Protected
by double jeopardy laws, they told
the whole story of how they
kidnapped and killed Emmett Till to
Look magazine for $4,000.
Coming only one year after the
Supreme Court’s landmark
decision in Brown v. Board of
Education mandated the end of
racial segregation in public schools,
Till’s death provided an important
catalyst for the American Civil
Rights Movement. Although she
never stopped feeling the pain from
her son’s death, Mamie Till (who
died of heart failure in 2003) also
recognized that what happened to
E m m e t t Til l h e l p e d o p e n
Americans’eyes to the racial hatred
plaguing their country, and in doing
so helped spark a massive protest
movement for racial equality and
justice. Before Till’s murder, she
said, “People really didn’t know
that things this horrible could take
place. And the fact that it happened
to a child, that make all the difference in the world.”

The crowd was swaying from the inspirational sounds from the performing artists of the Royal Theatre’s Boys and Girls Club.

Call Dianne Speights
Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or
727-866-6621
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HEALTH & FAMILY
Colorectal Cancer Deaths
Disparity for Black
Americans, Study Finds

DISTRIBUTED BY
HEALTHY LIVING NEWS

A recent study finds that
although deaths from colorectal
cancer have dropped over the
past two decades, decreases
were significantly smaller for
black Americans, particularly
with end stage cancer.
The study was published in
The Journal of the National
Cancer Institute.
Colorectal cancer is cancer
of the colon or rectum. Before
1980, deaths from colorectal
cancer among black Americans
were lower than for whites.
Since then, however, the rates
have reversed so much that by
2007 the death rate for black
Americans was 44 percent
higher. This disparity has
worsened even as more people
overall are being screened for
colorectal cancer and treatments have been improving.
Studies show that colorectal cancer screening and
treatment for black Americans
has lagged behind whites. This
latest study looked at disparities
for 3 different stages of cancer.
The study found that for
early, mid stage and late stage
cancers, deaths decreased
among whites much more significantly than among black
Americans. The disparity was
especially wide for late stage
colorectal cancers. There was
almost no decrease in deaths
among blacks while for whites
the decrease was 32 percent.
Studies have also found
that blacks tend to develop colorectal cancer at an earlier age.
They are also more likely to be

Treatment and screenings lag behind whites.

diagnosed with advanced colorectal cancer, which is more
difficult to treat and more
deadly. In addition, chemotherapy treatment rates among
black American patients with
colorectal cancer are disproportionately low compared to
whites.
Another new study
has found for the first time
that removing p o l y p s b y
colonoscopy not only prevents
colorectal cancer from developing, but also prevents death
from the disease.
Pa tients in T h e New
England Journal of Medicine
study were evaluated for up to
23 years after having the
procedure, the longest followup results to date.
Adenomatous polyps are
the most common found during
a colonoscopy and they can
become cancerous. The study
sought to determine whether
removing these polyps reduced
colon cancer mortality. Their
removal resulted in a 53 percent
reduction in death from col-

orectal cancer. Patients who had
the polyps removed also had a
low death rate from colorectal
cancer up to ten years after the
procedure.
There are more than one
kind of screening tests for colorectal cancer. The most feared,
a colonoscopy, involves a very
small endoscope being inserted
into the rectum. Thanks to anesthesia the procedure is painless.
Regular colonoscopies are recommended for those over age
50, or at an earlier age if you or
a close relative have had
polyps, colorectal cancer or
inflammatory bowel disease.
Insurance coverage for colorectal cancer screening for
those at risk is now required
under the new Affordable Care
Act (“Obamacare”). If you
have Medicare, colonoscopies
are generally covered as well.
For more information on
screening and preventative
serv i ces wh i ch i n s u ran ce
must now cover thanks to
“Obamacare”, visit
HealthCare.Gov.

As More Autism Reported,
Doctors Say Check Early

BY LINDSEYTANNER
AP MEDICALWRITER

CHICAGO (AP) — At 18
months, Cristina Astacio spoke only
a few words, wouldn’t respond to
her name and shunned other kids in
her day care group. Last October,
her worried parents found out why.
She has a mild form of autism, a
diagnosis being given to more U.S.
children than ever before, largely
because of more awareness and
better diagnosis.
According to new government
statistics, the rate is about 1 in 88.
That means autism is nearly twice as
common as the government
reported just five years ago. The
largest increases are in Hispanic kids
like Cristina.
The definition of autism has
changed over the years, and Cristina
might not have been considered
autistic two decades ago.
But experts say kids like her are
lucky in a way, because her parents
recognized early that something was
wrong. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention report
issued last Thursday found that 40
percent of kids weren’t diagnosed
until after age 4. Evidence shows
that children who are identified early
and get help have the best chance for
reaching their potential, said CDC
Director Dr. Thomas Frieden.
The American Academy of
Pediatrics recommends autism
screening for all children at age 18
months and 2 years.
Diagnosing the developmental
disorder relies on observing
behavior. Autism can’t be cured, but
treatment including intensive
behavior therapy can help many
kids function better.
The academy’s Dr. Susan
Hyman said many children who
aren’t making eye contact and aren’t
talking “may have autism, but they
may have other things.’’She said it’s
important for parents to be persistent
about their concerns with their
doctor so their kids can be evaluated.
Kristy Batesole, of Atascadero,
Calif., says she suspected something
was wrong with her son, Keegan,
even when he was a hard-to-calm
overly fussy baby. He learned
words, but by age 2 stopped talking,
would spend hours opening and

closing doors and sometimes bang
his head on the ground.
Though he started getting
special help in preschool in Nevada,
he wasn’t formally diagnosed with
autism until last year, at age 6, after
the family moved to California,
where there are more autism specialists.
Cristina Astacio gets two hours
of behavior therapy six days a week.
Her mom, Charisse, says the little
girl now responds to commands and
speaks about 50 words. The most
special are two words Cristina never
said before. “Now she says
‘mommy’ and ‘daddy,’’’ Astacio
said. “It’s wonderful.’’
Christina’s dad, Christopher, is
a special-education teacher in the
New York City; most of the kids in
his class are Hispanic and many
have autism.
“I remember back in the past, a
few kids here and there had autism,
not like the way it is now,’’Astacio
said. “I’m really curious why so
many kids are being diagnosed.’’
Experts, including CDC
researchers, think broader screening
and better diagnosis have largely
contributed to that. But autism’s
cause remains a mystery, and government researchers are seeking
answers.
The latest numbers are based on
2008 data from 14 states and
suggest that autism rates have
climbed 23 percent since 2006.
Rates are highest in boys and white
children. But the biggest rate
increase was among Hispanics,
from 1 in 270 in 2002 to about 1 in
125 in 2008.
That rate increase also is likely
due to better awareness. The CDC
report says there’s no strong
evidence of any racial or ethnic difference in risk factors for autism and
that it’s likely the condition is underdiagnosed in blacks and Hispanics.
Melissa Miller, a St. Petersburg,
mom whose daughter, Chelsea, was
diagnosed last year at age 2, said
many people still misunderstand the
disorder.
“I think many people hear
`autism’and think `Rain Man,’’’she
said, referring to the 1988 movie
featuring Dustin Hoffman as the
mathematically brilliant but socially
impaired autistic savant.

One in 88 kids are
diagnosed with autism.

“The autism spectrum is so
vast, and all of our children are
different. Many of them don’t rock
back and forth or have savant skills.
They are sweet, affectionate, intelligent, goofy - and exhausting - kids,’’
Miller said.
Proposed revisions in the
manual that doctors use to diagnose
mental illness would streamline
autism criteria. Critics contend the
suggested changes would be too
narrow and exclude children who
need educational and behavioral
services.
Hyman noted that since the
manual’s last revision, in 1994,
much has been learned about
autism. “There’s a real possibility
the new definition will be better for
children,’’ she said Thursday at a
CDC news conference.
CDC officials say research into
causes of autism will help determine
if there’s been a true increase or just
better diagnosis.
Genetics is believed to play a
role. Studies have found no connection with childhood vaccines, but
other factors under investigation
include mothers’ illnesses or medication during pregnancy. First
results from the CDC study are
expected next year.
Geraldine Dawson, chief
science officer for the advocacy
group Autism Speaks, said the new
figures indicate “a public health
emergency that demands immediate
attention.’’
Her group estimates that U.S.
autism costs total $126 billion each
year, including costs related to
diagnosis and treatment. That
estimate also includes treatment for
severely affected adults and lost
wages.
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STATE & NATIONAL
Arkansas Legislators Elect
First Black House Speaker

BY ALLEN REED

LITTLE ROCK (AP) —
Arkansas legislators made
history last Friday by electing
a black lawmaker to lead the
state House, marking the
highest elected position a black
person has held in the state
since Reconstruction.
Representatives chose
De m o cr atic Rep. Da rrin
Williams to be speaker of the
House by a 54-46 vote.
Williams was elected during a
secret ballot, though
De m o cr ats hold a 54-46
majority in the House and such
votes are often along party
lines.
Only twice before has a
statewide elected office been
held by a black person in
Arkansas — the state superintendent and land commissioner
— but both were in the early
1870s, according to the
Encyclopedia of Arkansas.
Williams, of Little Rock,
will take over for fellow

Democratic
Rep.
Robert
Moore January 1, 2013 but his
victory might be short-lived.
Although the House hasn’t had
a Republican speaker since
Reconstruction, Republicans
believe they’re on the verge of
winning con t ro l o f t h e
chamber in the November
elec tion and a GOP -l ed
chamber could vote Williams
out in January.
In speaking to the House
before the vote, Williams said
colleagues on both sides of the
aisle asked him to consider
running for speaker.
“After thoughtful consideration and prayer, I decided to
accept their challenge,’’ said
Williams, who beat
Republican Rep. Terry Rice.
Williams attended Little
Rock Central High School,
which was forcibly integrated
in 1957 when President
Dwight Eisenhower deployed
federal troops to protect nine
black students.
He had previously down-

First black person
to hold office in Ark.
since Reconstruction

played the significance of
Friday’s contest.
“I think it’s time we get
bey o n d a l o t o f fi rs t s , ’’
Williams said. “First of color,
first female - that does not at
all weigh in my decision to
run, and I hope it doesn’t
weigh in the decision of any of
my colleagues who are supporting me.’’

White Supremacist Running
For Sheriff In Idaho

BY NICHOLAS K. GERANIOS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SANDPOINT, Idaho (AP) —
He has been an Aryan Nations
member and Ku Klux Klan leader,
and now Shaun Winkler wants to
be the sheriff in a rural Idaho
county near the Canadian border.
The white power activist is
running in the May 15 Bonner
County primary to become the top
law enforcement officer. Winkler
said despite the white supremacist
beliefs he holds as a KKK imperial
wizard, his brand of justice would
be color blind.
“In the event I was elected
sheriff, I would not act on racial
profiling,’’Winkler said. “Being in
the white power movement, I
know how it feels to be profiled by
law enforcement.’’
Rather, Winkler is running on
a platform that includes coming
down hard on sex offenders and
meth manufacturers, and reducing
the impact of federal law enforcement at the county level.
Cornel Rasor, chairman of the

county
Republican
Central
Committee, doesn’t see much
appeal to Winkler’s candidacy.
“The seven people that like
him will vote for him,’’Rasor said.
“I don’t think he has a chance.’’’
Bonner County is heavily
Republican, with a large Tea Party
following. But “there are very few
Aryans here,’’ Rasor said.
A human rights group leader
urged local voters to reject
Winkler.
“If the voters of Bonner
County will turn out in large
numbers to oppose Winkler’s
candidacy, they will be sending a
clear message of opposition to all
those who come to our great state
to promote hate-filled ideologies,’’
said Tony Stewart of the Kootenai
County Task Force on Human
Relations.
Winkler, 33, was for years an
associate of Aryan Nations
founder Richard Butler, who ran
for mayor of Hayden in 2003, the
last time an admitted white
supremacist appeared on a ballot
in northern Idaho. Butler received

About 96 percent of the
40,000 residents are white in
Bonner County.

only about 50 of the 2,300 votes
cast in that election, Stewart said.
Sandpoint, the county seat, has
a history of radical and anti-government activism. The infamous
Ruby Ridge standoff occurred
about 20 miles north of here, and
the Aryan Nations compound was
about 30 miles south.
Kate McAlister, president of
the Greater Sandpoint Chamber of
Commerce, said Winkler is free to
run for office, but his views do not
reflect the majority in the area.
Winkler picketed Mexican
food carts in nearby Coeur
d’Alene in 2011, and protested the
annual Martin Luther King Jr.
events at North Idaho College in
January.

NEWS FROM AFRICA
Senegalese Leader Concedes
Defeat In Late Night Phone Call

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG Senegalese President Abdoulaye
Wade acknowledged the victory of
his rival, Macky Sall a former
protégé of the president, who won
65 percent of the vote with the
“promise to reform the government
and lower basic food costs.” Wade
made the call at 9:27 p.m. after his
defeat was sealed.
Sall, age 50, held various senior
positions in Wade’s government
including Prime Minister from
2004-07. In his victory speech, Sall
said, “Senegal has long been an
anchor of stability in a part of the
world more commonly overrun by
military coups and electionrelated violence.”
Sall had a fall out with President
Wade over Wade’s efforts to position
his son Karim Wade as the next chief
executive. But Karim, mockingly
known as the “Minister of Sky and

Earth” because of his positions in the
Ministries controlling infrastructure
and energy, was unpopular due to
the failure of economic development
in the country which left the youth
disenchanted.
French President Nicolas
Sarkozy called Wade’s peaceful exit
a “testimony to Mr. Wade’s commitment to democracy.” Angola’s
opposition leader, Isaias Samakuva
of UNITA said, “the lesson we
would like to take ... is of a transparent process that follows democratic
rules, and it would be good if that
could be pursued here in Angola.”
U.N. Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon congratulated the candidates and the Senegalese people
complimenting, “the exemplary
manner,” for the run-offs. While
President Barrack Obama said the
election, “reaffirmed Senegal’s
tradition as a leading example of

President Elect Macky Sall

good governance.” He thanked
Wade for his leadership and relations
with the U.S. Wade is 85 and the
second oldest leader in Africa.

U.S. Trained Soldiers Mutiny
In Peace-Loving Mali

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG - A
rowdy band of undisciplined junior
officers marauded through the
streets of Bamako in the West
African nation of Mali, after sacking
Mali’s president in a mutiny earlier
this week that left residents of this
quiet democracy-loving nation
aghast and horrified.
Mali, revered worldwide as the
home of blues music, guitarist Ali
Farka Toure, Salif Keita and other
renowned singers and musicians,
was the most unlikely place for an
uprising of officers, many of whom
were recently trained by a contingent
of U.S. special operations forces
stationed there.
Elite commandos from the 19th
Special Forces Group, based in
Utah, have been working with
Malian and other African militaries
as part of an effort to stop al-Qaeda
in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM)
from expanding its influence across
the Sahara. It was felt at the
Pentagon that Mali’s President

Amadou Toumani Toure was not
doing enough to tackle AQIM or the
smuggling of drugs, arms and
Western hostages across the desert.
Mali also faces an uprising of a
nomadic group known as the
Tuaregs, whose pastoral living has
been nearly decimated by the
growth of cities in the region and the
division of their traditional territory
into parcels in Mali, Niger, Algeria,
Morocco, Libya and Burkina Faso.
Now ca rr y i n g weap o n s
supplied by former Libyan leader
Moamar Gaddafi, Tuaregs have
been gaining territory in Mali’s
northern desert expanse where they
are seeking to carve out a homeland.
Captain Amadou Sanogo, the littleknown junta leader, has promised to
end the Tuareg insurgency.
“No one really wants to see
armed attacks on these Tuareg
groups,” said Mariam Djibrilla
Maiga president of a group that
organized a recent peace forum.
“But people hear a hard line from

American solider training
Mali soldier

the rebels - independence or
nothing,” she told a reporter with
the Voice of America. “This is why
part of the population says we must
use the military route - even though
Maiga thinks the solution is to talk.”
Washington sends Mali
about $170 billion a year in
assistance, funds that go to
everything from agriculture
development to military training
for counterterrorism work,
according to State Department
and USAID budget documents.

Guinea-Bissau Vote Stalls
Over Fraud Charges

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG Since becoming independent
from Portugal in 1974, GuineaBissau has struggled through a
dictatorship, three coups and
the 2009 assassination of
President Joao Bernardo Vieira.
N o w, t h e e l e c t i o n t o
replace the last president,
Malam Bacai Sanha, who died
in January after a long illness,
is in disarray. Losing candidates have called the process a
fraud and are refusing to take
part in any run-off.
Second place finisher
K u m b a Ya l a , a f o r m e r
president who was overthrown
in a 2003 coup, told reporters
Thursday, “I will not compete
in a second round, or even a
third round of the election
because these elections are
fraudulent.”
Yala retains strong support
from his Balanta ethnic group,
which is the country’s largest.

He received 23 percent of the
vote after ex-prime minister
Carlos Gomes Jr., who got
nearly 49 percent among the
nine candidates competing in
Sunday’s poll. Electoral law
calls for a runoff between the
top two finishers if none of the
candidates received more than
50 percent.
Gomes, claiming victory,
expressed delight at the result,
adding that his ruling African
Party for the Independence of
Guinea and Cape Verde
(APIGCV) was unbeatable.
Election observers said
voting appeared to go smoothly
in this country of 1.6 million
people but critics expressed
doubt after the government
refused to update a voter
register from 2008, leaving
more than 100,000 people off
the list.
The leading candidates
have promised to make

Second place finisher
Kumba Yala

f i g h t i n g d r u g s a p r i o r i t y.
According to a leaked 2009
U.S. diplomatic cable, an
estimated 800 - 1,000 kg of
cocaine are flown into Guinea
Bissau every night along with
an unknown amount ferried by
sea into the maze of mangrovelined islands that make up
much of its coast

Nelson Mandela
Digital Archive Opens
With Google Technology

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG A digital archive of Nelson
Mandela’s life and times has
been launched on the internet,
with thanks to a gift from the
internet firm Google.
The archive is housed at
Johannesburg’s Centre of
Memory. Almost 2,000 entries
have been made available for
scholars and researchers,
covering most of Nelson
Mandela’s life, including a
1952 photo at his law office.
“The Mandela Digital
Archive Project shows how the
Internet can help preserve historical heritage and make it
available to the world,” Steve
Crossan, director of the
Google Cultural Institute, said

last Tuesday.
Images of the cell on
Robben Island, near Cape
Town, in which he spent many
of his 27 years in jail are
among the material stored on
the archive.
The plan was announced a
year ago with $1.25 million in
funds from Google.
It also includes thousands
of handwritten documents
such as church membership
cards from 1929, notes on
political negotiations, and
what appears to be a draft of a
1995 letter to a young admirer
about Valentine’s Day.
While Google helped
assemble the collection online,
staff at the center determined

what content to show and
how it is presented, the
center’s Verne Harris said. To
see the collection, go to
http://archive.nelsonmandela.org.
Nelson Mandela
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Jim Rome Takes
Game To CBS
BY DAVE SKRETTA

NEW ORLEANS (AP)
- Jim Rome is still burning,
it’s just that the passion has
moved to a different place.
The successful sports
television personality has
taken his game to CBS,
where his new daily sports
show, “Rome,’’ debuts on
the CBS Sports Network on
Tuesday evening.
“The show just feels
leaner and meaner, a little
slicker,’’ Rome said during
an interview at the Final
Four, where he’s contributing to CBS’ coverage.
“We’re going to try to keep
the show moving a little
faster, do things that we
haven’t done before.’’
Rome got his start in
radio, and still has a syndicated show. But he rose to
prominence on television,
where a series of offerings
on Fox and ESPN platforms
including his well-known
show “Jim Rome is
Burning’’ made him a controversial, love him-or-hate
him figure.
His new program will
incorporate elements of his
older shows, with guests
from the worlds of sports
and entertainment. There
will also be panel elements
and “devices I’ve never
used,’’ he said, refusing to
give away what they might
be until the debut of “Rome’’
airs.
Rome will also be
involved in coverage of
special events, such as the
Final Four and the NFL,
along with a show on cable
network Showtime that is
scheduled for the fall.
“I had an offer to keep
what I was doing. It was a
very generous offer, and I
liked doing it,’’he said. “But
you wake up, I’m 25 years
into it, and I’m not the young
guy anymore. I felt like I’ve
got to stretch. I have to get
out
there
and
do
something.’’
Rome said the challenge
of the still-nascent CBS
Sports Network appealed to
him.
The network launched
in 2002 and has gone
through several incarnations,
ultimately rebranded under
its current name last year.
The idea was to re-launch
the network in a way that

would allow it to compete
against more established
sports networks such as
ESPN.
CBS spokesman Dan
Sabreen said the marketing
push behind Rome, which
includes billboards from
coast to coast one of them on
Canal Street in New
Orleans, not far from the site
of the Final Four is the most
extensive ever put together
for the cable sports network.
Rome acknowledges
the risk of trying something
new, but moving from more
established networks to one
with a still-growing footprint
is something that never gave
him pause.
“It’s the CBS family,’’
he said. “They get behind it,
they push it to be successful,
and the rest of it is up to me
and my team. I understand
ESPN has this gigantic head
start, that they’re out in front,
and who knows if they’ll
ever be run down. But we
want to try.’’
Rome believes his
move to CBS is just one
more example of his
evolution.
Another is the way he’s
embraced social meeting.
Admittedly late to Twitter,
Rome surpassed 750,000
followers this week, a
milestone in which he took
particular delight.
“Change or die, you
know? We talk about this all
the time. How do you
continue to evolve?’’ he
asked. “I was a little late to
Twitter, but as soon as I got
there, I understood the
power of it.’’
Rome headed back to
California prior to the
national
championship
game between Kentucky
and Kansas so that he’d be
prepared for his debut show
Tuesday night. Asked before
leaving whether he believes
his chance at CBS is vindication for a career wellreceived, Rome simply
shrugged.
“I don’t think there’s
any vindication. What I was
doing was working. I’m
proud of the fact that I’ve
been in this thing for 20-plus
years. There’s always
someone gunning for you,’’
he said. “There’s this unbelievable battle to be seen and
heard, and you just hope to
win that battle.’’

Orioles Bury
Division II
Florida Southern
14-1

SARASOTA (AP) Having completed the
Grapefruit League portion
of their spring schedule, the
Baltimore Orioles got in a
workout Monday night by
defeating Division II Florida
Southern 14-1 in a game
that basically amounted to a
controlled scrimmage.
The Orioles sent nine
batters to the plate and
scored seven runs in the first
inning before umpires
halted play with no outs. J.J.
Hardy and Chris Davis

belted three-run homers and
Matt Wieters had an RBI
single.
Closer Jim Johnson
started for Baltimore and
retired the side in order with
two strikeouts. Left-hander
Troy Patton followed with
two innings of one-hit ball.
The Orioles didn’t bat
in the third, and Nolan
Reimold homered in a
three-run fourth.
Florida Southern scored
its lone run in the ninth off
Pat Neshek.

BY JANIE MCCAULEY

Cain Agrees To $127.5M,
6-Year Deal With Giants

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) When Matt Cain pondered his
future, staying put in San
Francisco where his career took off
became the top option.
He emerged as an All-Star and
front-line starter with the Giants,
and helped lead them to an
improbable championship two
years ago.
Now, Cain has that hefty new
contract he so hoped for before
opening day awarded for what he
has done and what San Francisco’s
brass is confident he will continue
to do in a star-studded rotation.
Cain and the Giants agreed
Monday to a $127.5 million, sixyear contract, the largest deal for a
right-handed pitcher in baseball
history.
“This is a decision that was
made pretty simple for us. It was a
process and it was a negotiation. It
was good for my family and I to go
through all of that,’’ Cain said, his
wife Chelsea in the back of the
room for his news conference. “To
be able to know this is probably
going to be our lifetime as a Giant,
that’s pretty cool for us.’’
The agreement adds $112.5
million over five years to the $15
million salary for 2012 that
remained on the All-Star’s
previous deal. Cain gets a $5
million signing bonus as part of the
new contract and $20 million
annually from 2013-17. The deal
includes a $21 million option for
2018 with a $7.5 million buyout
that, if exercised, would raise the
total to $141 million over seven
seasons.
Cain’s option would become
guaranteed if he pitches 200
innings in 2017 or 400 innings
combined in 2016-17 and isn’t on
the disabled list at the end of the
2017 season for a right elbow or
right shoulder injury. If it doesn’t
become guaranteed, it would be a
team option.
One of general manager Brian
Sabean’s top priorities this
offseason had been to keep his
talented pitching staff intact and

president and CEO Larry Baer has
been onboard all along. Two-time
NL Cy Young Award winner Tim
Lincecum agreed to a $40.5
million, two-year contract in late
January.
“Ensuring that Matt remained
a Giant beyond this season was a
top priority for the organization.
Matt is an integral part of the team
whose performance on the mound
will be one of the keys to our
success for years to come,’’ Sabean
said.
Among pitchers, only the
Yankees’ CC Sabathia and the
Mets’ Johan Santana, both lefthanders, agreed to larger contracts.
Sabathia got a $161 million deal
from 2009-2015 that had an additional year and $30 million in
guaranteed money added last fall.
Santana agreed to a $137.5 million
contract from 2008-13.
The previous record contract
for a right-handed pitcher was
Kevin Brown’s $105 million,
seven-year deal with the Dodgers
after the 1998 season.
“It’s an honor to be in this
situation. We’re trying to take that
all in and embrace it,’’ Cain said.
“It’s great to be mentioned with
any of the names in that category.
It’s nice to be spoken in the same
sentence with Santana and
Sabathia.’’
The 27-year-old Cain went 1211 last season with a 2.88 ERA,
reaching 200 innings for the fifth
straight season. The durable
pitcher also didn’t allow an earned
run during the entire 2010 postseason, when the Giants pulled off an
improbable World Series championship.
“This kid literally has gotten
better each year and has proven
that under very difficult circumstances,’’ Sabean said.
Cain, represented by CAA
Sports, never named his price tag
or the number of years he sought,
other than to say during spring
training he wanted “fair value.’’
Several other top pitchers around
the majors have signed similar
contracts for five years _ Phillies
ace Cliff Lee ($120 million), the

A n g e l s ’ C . J . Wi l s o n ( $ 7 7 . 5
million) and Jered Weaver of the
Angels ($85 million).
“Both sides always felt they
we r e p u s h i n g i n t h e r i g h t
direction,’’ Cain said.
Cain can earn an additional
$500,000 for winning the Cy
Young award, $250,000 for second
place, $100,000 for third, $75,000
for fourth and $50,000 for fifth. He
would receive $1 million for a
second or subsequent Cy Young.
He also would get $250,000 for
MVP, $150,000 if second,
$100,000 for third, $75,000 for
fourth and $50,000 for fifth.
Cain gets $200,000 if named
World Series MVP and $150,000 if
chosen NL championship series
MVP, plus $100,000 for being
selected an All-Star. He also could
make $50,000 for a Gold Glove or
Silver Slugger award.
The Giants said their talks with
Cain’s representatives were professional and constant in hopes of
coming to an agreement before the
Giants open the season Friday at
Arizona.
Sabean
said
the
framework was in place, but finalizing details on the years and
dollar figures happened over the
final 72 hours.
“They’re totally committed
and they’re all in on getting back to
the World Series,’’ manager Bruce
Bochy said of the front office. “It’s
not easy to keep a pitching staff
intact. That’s a lot of money. We
want to win. That’s the message
that is being sent and we’re doing
all we can to get back and
hopefully have a year like we had a
couple years ago.
“That’s our strength. In this
division it’s all about pitching in
these ballparks. That’s how we’re
going to win.’’
One of the big beneficiaries of
Cain’s deal could be Philadelphia’s
Cole Hamels, currently the top
pitcher eligible for free agency
after this season. Brewers righthander Zack Greinke also could
become a free agent. Cain’s
contract also might give Lincecum
momentum when potential talks
begin about a long-term contract

Matt Cain

beyond his latest deal.
In addition, San Francisco
catcher Buster Posey could do well
down the road. He also is represented by CAA. Posey, the 2010
NL Rookie of the Year who is
coming back from an injuryshortened season last year, is
thrilled to see Cain stay.
“It’s extremely exciting to
know that Cainer is going to be
around for another six years,’’
Posey said. “It makes you feel
good. He’s such a huge part of
what we do every day with his
work ethic. The days he’s not
pitching he comes in and is
working so hard. That stuff really
rubs off on the rest of the guys.’’
The Giants weren’t wary of
making a significant financial
commitment to Cain considering
the $126 million, seven-year
contract they gave struggling lefthander Barry Zito before the 2007
season.
“We’re particularly pleased
with this agreement because Matt’s
a homegrown player,’’ Baer said.
“He’s a cornerstone of our pitching
staff. Matt’s a Giant in every way.
He personifies what we want in
this franchise.’’
Cain appreciates the Giants’
commitment to keeping the
pitchers in place on a roster ready
to make another October run after
missing the playoffs last season.
“It’s something very rare that
you see a lot of guys come through
the same organization,’’ Cain said.
“It’s been kind of cool we’ve been
able to push each other. We like
that and we’ve known each other
for so long. It’s nice Brian and
Larry want to keep those guys
together. There’s a lot of chemistry
that comes along with that.’’

Jets May Be In Mix For HBO’s “Hard Knocks”

BY RICHARD ROSENBLATT

NEW YORK (AP) - Fasten
your seat belts. Coach Rex Ryan,
Tim Tebow and the New York Jets
might be ready for a sequel on
HBO’s “Hard Knocks.’’
Jets owner Woody Johnson
says he’s heard talk that HBO is
interested in signing up the team
for its training-camp documentary
show. He’s not ruling it out.
Johnson said Monday the team
has not received a “formal invitation,’’ but “when we do, we will
take a look at it.’’
HBO said there will be a “Hard
Knocks’’ before the 2012 NFL
season begins following a hiatus
last year because of the lockout.
HBO spokesman Greg Domino
said “we do not discuss the
process.’’
Speculation began after the Jets
acquired Tebow in a trade with the

Broncos.
Asked if there have been
informal discussions with HBO,
Johnson said, “yeah’’ but “it’s a
formal invitation that we can
respond to, not an informal (one).’’
Johnson, who made his
comments at the NFL’s new popup store featuring new team
apparel, said the Jets’ 2010 appearance on the show brought “tremendous value’’ and that the feedback
was only positive. The Jets went on
to reach the AFC championship
game.
If invited, Johnson said there
would be a discussion about a
return appearance.
“It’s something we would take
a look at with (GM) Mike
(Tannenbaum), and the coach, and
(director of media relations) Bruce
(Speight), and others that we think
would add value to that discussion,
to see whether it is something we

want to do,’’ Johnson said.
Tannenbaum said he was
“looking forward to another team
on it this year’’ during a recent
interview with SiriusXM NFL
Radio. He clarified that comment
in a statement issued by the team
Monday night.
“When I made that comment, I
never had an expectation that we’d
be asked to do it again,’’
Tannenbaum said. “Obviously, if
we’re asked, we’ll sit down and
talk about it.’’
A possible drawback could be
the way last season ended, when
locker-room issues became public
and there was much finger-pointing
at quarterback Mark Sanchez. The
Jets missed the playoffs after
reaching the AFC title game the
previous two seasons.
“I think all those concerns, the
positives and negatives, we’d have
to look at, sit around the table and

The New York Jets

say yay or nay,’’ Johnson said. “It’s
not a perfect science. But we’d use
our best judgment at that point.’’
Also chiming in was Jets tight
end Dustin Keller, one of several
current and former players who
attended the store opening.
“We would be good for Hard
Knocks, especially with Rex’s personality, the Tebow trade. I definitely see how we would be
appealing,’’ Keller said. “With
everything that’s going on right
now, there couldn’t be any more
exposure.’’
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Holy Ghost Church of God
Purchased With His Blood, Inc.

ADVERTISE YOUR
CH URCH EVENT
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E :
727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2

2901 5th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study: 7:30 p.m.
Thursday Night: W.O.W. “Weapons of Warfare” 7:30 p.m.

Moore’s Chapel AME Church

Bishop L.J. Hicks, Pastor

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor

Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Church School...........................................Sunday 9:00 AM
“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service .......................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Bible Study .........................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

10th Street Church Of God

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro . R obe rt Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PROMOTE YOUR
CHURCH!
Call for
advertising rates today!
727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friends hip M issiona ry
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
“2012 ~ God Never Fails”
The Employee Relations
Counsel Ministry is accepting
Job Interest applications for
the position of Assistant
Minister of Music/Organist.
The ability to read music -

musically trained or holds a
degree in music is preferred.
Done by the order of the
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, Incorporated. Please
contact FBMC Office.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcome you to
open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at 7:45
and 10:45 Sunday School
begins at 9:30.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us

each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7 as we
study the Book of Hebrews, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, Director of
Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33712. Our
telephone number: 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website:
www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9 a.m. for Sunday School and
at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held Wednesday evening, at 7.
We are committed to a
Ch ri s t- center ed, P eoplecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching

ministry; wi t h p ri o ri t i es
focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We cel eb rat e i n
worship, we care for one
another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to use our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
The Evangelism Ministry

will host an Evangelism
Workshop Saturday, April 7
from 9:30–11:00 a.m. Come
and sharpen your outreach
skills.
Sunrise Service will be
held Sunday, April 8 at 7:00
a.m. on the Sand Dollar
property. Join us as we
celebrate His resurrection.
“Deeper Into God’s Word
We Shall Delve In 2012” II
Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17
Telephone:727-327-0554
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com.
Website: www.bmmbc.org

United for Christ
Freewill Baptist Church

United for Christ FWB
Church, 4116 34th St. S. (Pinch
A Penny Plaza) St. Petersburg,
invites you to our Church and

Pastor’s Anniversary Kickoff
happening Sunday, April 15.
Our guest speakers are at 11
a.m., Rev. Joseph Gordon; at 4

p.m., Pastor Frank Peterman
and the Rock of Jesus
Missionary Baptist Church
congregation.

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor
3631 22nd Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711

“From Vision to Manifestation”
Church Dedication Service
Saturday, April 14th, 2012 at 12 p.m.
Speaker for the Hour
Bishop McKinley Young
Presiding Bishop of the Eleventh
Episcopal District
“Where there is no vision, the people perish…” Proverbs 29:18a

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Coming Events for the
Month of April 2012
April 8 - Children and Youth
Easter Presentation at 9:30 a.m.
during the Sunday school hour.

April 15 - Church outing to
Mt. Calvary M. B. Church at 4
p.m.
April 17 - Church outing to
New Jerusalem M. B. Church at
7:30 p.m.
April 19 - One Church One
Child Foster Heart Link
Orientation Class 6-9 p.m.
April 22 - The Annual
General Mission “Red and
White” Fellowship at 4 p.m.
April 23 - The PIZZA
Ministry. All children are
welcome from 6-8 p.m.
April 25-28 - Congress No.
2-Hosted by St. John First
Baptist in Palmetto, FL
April 26 - One Church One
Child Heart Link Orientation
Class-6-9 p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come out and join us.

Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out and study the Bible
with us and learn “What Baptist
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Me e t i n g s a r e h e l d e v e r y
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring from 4:30-6:00 p.m.
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday at 7
p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Attention: Young Adults
(18 – 25) our REACH Ministry
invites you to join the Tuesday
evening bible study weekly at 7
p.m.
The Children and Youth
Ministries has a variety of social
outlets for ages 6-18. Your child
can learn basic Christian values
through Scouting. Cub & Boy
Scouts meet every Monday at
6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts meet

every first, third and fifth
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Is your child interested in
music? Try our Community
Marching Band and Flag Corp
under the direction of Mr.
Deon Bryant. Contact the
church at 894-4311 for more
information.
Lunch Time Bible Study
each Wednesday at noon. We
invited you for an interactive
study for just 30 minutes in the
main sanctuary. Open to the
public.
We invite you, your family

and friends to join us for
weekly u p l i f t i n g a n d s p i r i t
f i l l e d worship services every
Sunday, at 7:45 a.m. and 10
a.m. Teen Services are held
every second, third and fourth
Sunday at 10 a.m. in the Youth
Chapel.
Visit us on the web:
mzprogressive.org and like us
on FACEBOOK for other
ministry activities and events.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. 727-894-4311.
www.mzprogressive.org.

‘In Loving Memory’ A Dramatic
Musical Easter Production

10th Street Church of God
and New Hope Missionary
Baptist Church present “In
Loving Memory” a dramatic
memorial service on the life and
works of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. The production
brings together a community of
believers with cast members
from several churches throughout the city.

Cast will portray familiar
biblical characters that provide
personal and detail memories of
their experiences and emotions
with Jesus. The production will
feature the Gospel Troop
Ensemble, Soloists, Praise
Dancers, Steppers and New
Hope Missionary Baptist Choir
under the direction of Brother
Michael McKinney. Program

begins Friday, April 6, promptly
at 7 p.m., doors open at 6:30
p.m. at New Hope Missionary
Baptist Church, 2120 19th St.S.,
St. Petersburg.
Seats will fill up quickly! No
tickets required, however, a love
offering will assist this ministry.
For transportation, call and
leave a message at 727-8947370 or 727-898-9407.
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